Histological characteristics of chronic hepatides and primary biliary cirrhosis with special reference to orcein positive hepatocellular accumulations.
The histological criteria of chronic hepatides (chronic persistent and aggressive hepatitis) and primary biliary cirrhosis are well characterized and documented in the literature. Histology forms the diagnostic basis for chronic hepatides. Diagnostic changes are seen, however, only in some cases of primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC) and only in the early stages of the disease. Difficulties are met especially in differentiating PBC from chronic aggressive hepatitis (CAH). There is a considerable histological overlap and mixed forms occur. Orcein-positive material, which is a copper-binding protein with high content of sulphydryl groups, accumulates in liver cells in long standing cholestatic liver diseases and can be demonstrated histochemically in routine biopsy specimens. It is seen in PBC in at least 70% of biopsy specimens which confirms the biliary nature of the disease. In CAH orcein positive material can be demonstrated in 20% of specimens but only from patients who also have features of PBC. This group of patients may therefore have both biliary disease are hepatocellular damage, and can be separated from CAH by the orcein method.